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NAYS—47
Baldwin Gillibrand Nelson
Bennet Harris Peters
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Booker Heinrich Sanders
Brown Hgickamp Schatz
Cantyvell leAono Schumer
gardm Eglne Shaheen
arper ing

Casey Klobuchar '?tabenow

ester
Coons Leahy Udall
Cortez Masto Markey
Donnelly McCain Van Hollen
Duckworth McCaskill Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Franken Murray Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Menendez Paul

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Tennessee.

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I
yield back all time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, all time is yielded
back.

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Peter B. Robb, of Vermont, to be
General Counsel of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board for a term of four years.

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, John
Barrasso, Johnny Isakson, Chuck
Grassley, Thom Tillis, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Roy Blunt, John Cornyn, John
Thune, John Boozman, Cory Gardner,

Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, Mike
Rounds, James M. Inhofe, John
Hoeven.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Peter B. Robb, of Vermont, to be
General Counsel of the National Labor
Relations Board for a term of four
years, shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Kentucky (Mr. PAUL).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. MENEN-
DEZ) is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
RUBIO). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?
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The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 51,
nays 47, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 265 Ex.]

YEAS—51
Alexander Fischer Murkowski
Barrasso Flake Perdue
Blunt Gardner Portman
Boozman Graham Risch
Burr Grassley Roberts
Capito Hatch Rounds
Cassidy Heller Rubio
Cochran Hoeven Sasse
Collins Inhofe Scott
Corker Isakson Shelby
Cornyn Johnson Strange
Cotton Kennedy Sullivan
Crapo Lankford Thune
Cruz Lee Tillis
Daines McCain Toomey
Enzi McConnell Wicker
Ernst Moran Young
NAYS—47

Baldwin Gillibrand Nelson
Bennet Harris Peters
Blumenthal Hassan Reed
Booker Heinrich Sanders
Brown Heitkamp Schatz
Cantyvell Hir'ono Schumer
Gt Kaine
Casey Klobuchar ;\tai)enow
Coons Leahy ester

. Udall
Cortez Masto Manchin
Donnelly Markey Van Hollen
Duckworth McCaskill Warner
Durbin Merkley Warren
Feinstein Murphy Whitehouse
Franken Murray Wyden

NOT VOTING—2

Menendez Paul

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 51, the nays are 47.
The motion is agreed to.
————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Peter B. Robb,
of Vermont, to be General Counsel of
the National Labor Relations Board for
a term of four years.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for up
to 15 minutes as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President,
our EPA Administrator, Scott Pruitt,
has a little problem. You see, the Su-
preme Court has ruled that greenhouse
gases are pollutants under the Clean
Air Act. Therefore, under the Clean Air
Act, the Environmental Protection
Agency, which Pruitt leads, is legally
obligated to regulate greenhouse gases.
They must do this as a matter of law.

Moreover, the EPA has determined
that greenhouse gas emissions endan-
ger the public health and welfare of
current and future generations, and
Scott Pruitt has said he will not con-
test that endangerment finding. He is
stuck with it. Why? Because he knows
it is a contest he would lose by a land-
slide. The climate denial nonsense he
espouses has never passed peer review,
it is not real science, and it would get
buried in any forum where facts and
truth matter.
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That is also likely why the White
House released the Climate Science
Special Report, part of the National
Climate Assessment we mandated by
law without significant alteration. Sci-
entists had prudently disclosed what
they sent to the White House so every-
one could compare what went into the
White House with what came back out
of the White House. That put the White
House in a box, and caught in that box,
the White House went ahead and re-
leased the report without alteration.

The Climate Science Special Report
affirms that climate change is driven
almost entirely by human action. It
warns of a worst-case scenario, where
seas could rise as high as 8 feet by the
year 2100, which is the scenario our
home State planners are looking at for
Rhode Island and which I know has oc-
casioned dire forecasts for the Pre-
siding Officer’s home State of Florida.
The report details a wide array of cli-
mate-related damage already unfolding
across the United States. Here is what
the report says: ‘It is extremely likely
that human influence has been the
dominant cause of the observed warm-
ing since the mid-20th century.”” The
document reports: ‘‘For the warming
over the last century, there is no con-
vincing alternative explanation sup-
ported by the extent of the observa-
tional evidence.”

No convincing alternative expla-
nation. Well, we actually knew that be-
cause climate denial has all along been
bogus, phony propaganda created by
the fossil fuel industry and pushed out
through its array of phony front
groups. Nobody but the ignorant would
seriously believe their nonsense, least
of all in Congress, except for the fact
that the propaganda is backed up by fe-
rocious political artillery and an im-
placable fossil fuel industry position to
deny, deny, deny as the ship goes down.

This will be a disgrace whose odor
will last a long time as history looks
back and recounts a Congress so sub-
servient to the fossil fuel industry that
it would ignore unanimous real science
and go instead with the flagrant, self-
serving falsehoods of the industry with
the world’s biggest conflict of inter-
est—an obvious plain conflict of inter-
est. It is a sickening display of what
our Founding Fathers would plainly
describe as corruption, and we are sup-
posed to act as if things are normal
around here. Things are not normal
around here—not since Citizens United,
for sure.

Things are also not normal at EPA.
That Agency of the U.S. Government
has been corrupted. There is no
straighter way to say it. The EPA now
answers not to the public interest but
to the special interest of the fossil fuel
industry through its new Adminis-
trator, Scott Pruitt, whose entire his-
tory is one long exercise in subser-
vience to the fossil fuel industry. If he
is not bad enough, check out the
creepy coterie of fossil fuel lackeys he
is surrounding himself with. It is an-
other disgrace, but given the fossil
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